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“Therefore…”

The key concept throughout the book of Hebrews is superiority of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus is superior to the angels

Jesus is superior to Moses, Aaron & Joshua

The New Covenant is better than the Mosaic Covenant

Read Chapter 1: 1-5, 13-14

THEREFORE #1  …CHAPTER 2, VERSE 1
A) EARNEST HEED…notice the author did not say “we must consider this…” or “you may want to investigate this further.”  

B) LEST WE DRIFT AWAY

Read Chapter 2, Verses 16-18

THEREFORE #2…CHAPTER 3, VERSE 1
A) God desires His children to be holy & you have been called
           Ephesians 1:4…just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy…

           Ephesians 4:1…walk worthy of the calling with which you were called.

Read Chapter 3, Verses 3-4…Verses 16-19

THEREFORE #3…CHAPTER 4, VERSE 1
A) Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it.  

MAX LUCADO Devotional from his book “Eye of the Storm”

“Lord, if it's you,” Peter says, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 

(Matthew 14:28)

Peter is not testing Jesus; he is pleading with Jesus. Stepping onto a stormy sea is not a move of logic; it is a move of desperation.

Faith is not born at the negotiating table where we barter our gifts in exchange for God's goodness. Faith is not an award given to the most learned. It's not a prize given to the most disciplined. It's not a title bequeathed to the most religious.

Faith is a desperate dive out of the sinking boat of human effort and a prayer that God will be there to pull us out of the water. Paul wrote about this kind of faith in the letter to the Ephesians:

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8, 9).

Paul is clear. The supreme force in salvation is God's grace. Not our works. Not our talents. Not our feelings. Not our strength.

Salvation is God's sudden, calming presence during the stormy seas of our lives. We hear his voice; we take the step.

We, like Paul, are aware of two things: We are great sinners and we need a great Savior.

We, like Peter, are aware of two facts: We are going down and God is standing up. So we scramble out. We leave behind the Titanic of self-righteousness and stand on the solid path of God's grace.

THEREFORE #4…CHAPTER 12, VERSE 1

Read Chapter 11, verse 1

It goes on…by faith Abel…by faith Enoch…by faith Abraham…by faith Noah…by faith Isaac…by faith Jacob…by faith Joseph…by faith Moses…

Hebrews 12:1…THEREFORE we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses…

A) Lay aside every weight and sin which ensnares us

(Last March, (04’)…laying on a stretcher after my seizure, I could not move…

B) Let us run with endurance…the race that is set before us.

· That could be a race of joyous events…or it could be a race of unpleasant circumstances-painful events.  

HOW DO WE RUN?  (12:2)

· Looking to Jesus

IF WE RUN ON OUR OWN STRENGTH (12:3)

We’ll become weary and discouraged.  
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